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FIREFIGHTING COSTS SOARING 38/3 


Explosive wildfire season in California, U.S. is driving Cal Fire, Forest Service expenses to record levels 


BY BETTINA BOXALL 


State and federal firefighting 
costs soared to record levels this 
year as wildfires scorched more 
than 9.5 million acres across the 
country, continuing a trend that 
is playing havoc with the U.S. 
Forest Service budget. 

The agency spent $2.4 billion 
battling wildfires in fiscal 2017, 
which ended Sept. 30. And that 
doesn’t even include the Forest 
Service’s share of the $170 mil- 
lion Thomas fire, which is still 


burning in Los Padres National 
Forest. 

Only halfway through the 
state fiscal year, Cal Fire has al- 
ready spent $699 million fighting 
wildland blazes that turned Cali- 
fornia’s 2017 fire season into the 
deadliest and most destructive 
on record. 

The rising costs are sucking 
funds from other Forest Service 
programs, such as recreation 
and maintenance. And the long- 
er fire season has pushed state 
officials to spend more taxpayer 


money expanding California’s 
year-round firefighting staff. 

There have been some years 
of respite, but in general, fire- 
fighting costs have been climb- 
ing since 2000. 

“It’s just getting worse and 
worse,” Forest Service spokes- 
woman Jennifer Jones said. 

This is the fifth year since 
2006 that national burn acreage 
topped 9 million, with 2015 set- 
ting a modern record at 10.1 mil- 
lion acres. 

In California, the wind-driven 


Thomas fire roared to the head 
of the state’s 85-year-old list of 
large wildfires. This is the third 
year in the past decade that 
flames charred more than 1 mil- 
lion acres in the state. 

At one point, more than 8,600 
federal, state and local firefight- 
ers were attacking the Thomas 
blaze, and in October, more than 
11,000 firefighters battled the 
Northern California fire siege, 
which claimed 45 lives. 

“We’re seeing sieges happen 
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Brett Baehr cleans the area around a 2018 Ford GT sports car on display in preparation for today’s opening of the 
San Diego International Auto Show at the San Diego Convention Center. 


Low-emissions vehicles 
setting high-style look 


Newer ZEVs, hybrids at S.D. International 
Auto Show have sleeker, sportier designs 


BY ROB NIKOLEWSKI 


Touted by some as the future 
of cars and derided by others as 
glorified golf carts, zero-emis- 
sion vehicles (ZEVs) are still 
looking to seize a significant 
chunk ofthe automobile market. 

But a tour of the San Diego 
International Auto Show, which 
opens today and runs through 
Monday, shows a wider range of 
choices for prospective buyers of 


Tesla does not have a booth, 
but just about all of the more 
than 30 global manufacturers 
taking part in this year’s show 
prominently feature their own 
line of “clean” cars. 

And the 2018 models have a 
sexier, sportier look. 

“There’s been a migration 
away from ‘quirky’ to a little bit 
more mainstream appeal,” said 
Jeremy Acevedo, pricing and in- 
dustry analyst for Edmund- 


San Diego International Auto Show 


San Diego Convention Center, 111 W. Harbor Drive 


Schedule Saturday e 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
lodaya e a Oam- op mA SUNG ayers es 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
LACED? cececoceccoscececen 10 a.m.-9 p.m. | Monday... 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tickets Child (6 & under) Free, when 
Adult (ages 13-61) ....ssccssesseee $15 accompanied by an adult 
Military (active duty w/ID)......$12 | “Sunday, Dec. 31, is Chevy Family 
Seni 62 12 day and children 12 and under 

enior (ages 62+) ...rssssessseeees $ are free when accompanied by 
Child (ages M2) $11 | an adult 


a cases of flu reported 
for the year in San Diego County 
since July 1 


11TH DEATH 
FROM FLU 
REPORTED AS 
CASES SURGE 


Health officials warn numbers 
high compared to past years 
BY MORGAN COOK 


The number of flu deaths and cases 
skyrocketed last week in San Diego 
County, doubling the season-to-date 
count of residents sickened or killed by 
the contagious virus for a total that 
dwarfs the number reported at this time 
last year, county health officials an- 
nounced Wednesday. 

County public health officials re- 
ported Wednesday that 11 deaths have 
been attributed to the virus as of last 
week, up from five the week before. At this 
time last year, four deaths had been at- 
tributed to the flu, officials said. 

The number of laboratory-confirmed 
cases reported so far this season also 
surged, with 2,227 reported last week 
alone, according to the statistics released 
Wednesday. That number is more than 
double the season-to-date total reported 
two weeks ago. 

As of Wednesday, 3,873 confirmed 
cases had been reported in San Diego 
County since surveillance for the year be- 
gan July 1, county health officials said. 
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SALK SCIENTIST 
REMOVED FROM 
EDITOR POST 


Gender-bias lawsuits filed by 
professors the cause, he says 


BY GARY ROBBINS 


A renowned cancer expert at the 
Salk Institute for Biological Studies in 
La Jolla has been ousted as editor of one 
of the world’s top science journals after 
being implicated in a 
deepening controversy 
over howthe center treats 
female faculty. 

Inder Verma con- 
firmed to the Union-Trib- 
une that he has been 
placed ontemporary leave 
as editor of the Proceed- 
ings of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences (PNAS), 
effective Jan. 1. 

He said the move stems from the law- 
suits that Salk professors Vicky Lund- 
blad, Katherine Jones and Beverly Emer- 
son separately filed in July, alleging that 
the institute systemically discriminates 
against women in pay, promotions, and 
access to grants and potential donors. 

Salk President Elizabeth Blackburn 
has said the allegations are untrue. But 


Inder 
Verma 


ZEVs and hybrids. SEE VEHICLES e. A5 SEE SCIENTIST ¢ A8 
Retired Army 

Lt. Gen. TRUMP LEGAL TEAM SET TO CAST FLYNN AS LIAR 
Michael Flynn 

was a frequent i ofany wrongdoing, accordingto tigation into Russian inter- 
speaker at Don- Attorn eys p re pa red if three people familiar with the ference in the 2016 election. 

ald Trump’s he accuses president, strategy. Attorneys for Trump and his 
campaign The approach would marka top advisers have privately ex- 


events, such as 
at this stop in 
Grand Junction, 
Colo., on Oct. 

18, 2016. Trump 
appointed Flynn 
as national 
security adviser. 
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aides of wrongdoing 
BY CAROL D. LEONNIG 


President Donald Trump’s 
legal team plans to cast former 
national security adviser 
Michael Flynn as a liar seeking 
to protect himself if he accuses 
the president or his senior aides 


sharp break from Trump’s previ- 
ously sympathetic posture 
toward Flynn, whom he calleda 
“wonderful man” when Flynn 
departed the White House in 
February. Earlier this month, 
the president did not rule out a 
possible pardon for Flynn, who 
is cooperating with special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s inves- 


pressed confidence that Flynn 
does not have any evidence that 
could implicate the president or 
his White House team. But since 
Flynn’s cooperation agreement 
with prosecutors was made pub- 
lic earlier this month, the admin- 
istration has been strategizing 
howto neutralize him in case the 
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